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6 JFK’ adds to Texas filming revival 


DALLAS (AP) — The Texas film 
industry, as vast and diverse as the 
Lone Star State itself, is enjoying 
renewed success after struggling for 
recognition at home and fighting 
new competitors for Hollywood’s 
dollars. 

It also helps that Kevin Costner, 
fresh from his Academy Award vic- 


tory for “Dances With Wolves,” is 
headed to Dallas to join director Oli- 
ver Stone to film portions of “JFK,” 
a movie about the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

The state promoted itself as “The 
Third Coast” in the early 1980s, and 
during the decade when such Oscar- 
winning films as “Tender Mercies,” 


“Terms of Endearment,” “The Trip 
to Bountiful” and “Born on the 
Fourth of July” were filmed in 
Texas. 

“The word was out,” said Tom 
Copeland, manager of the Texas 
Film Commission. “Back then you 
had studios or networks looking for 
places to do films, and they had 
union agreements and they wanted 
to move out of Los Angeles and get 
away from all of that.” 

In all, film and television indus- 
tries spent more than $826.3 million 
— about half of which remained in 
the local communities — to produce 
feature and telefilms in Texas during 
the 1980s. 

However, bureaucratic shuffling 
of the state film agency and a grow- 
ing cast of competitors, plus an over- 
all decline in moviemaking, sapped 
much of the momentum from the 
state’s film industry. 

This year, three major movies are 
already in production: “Rush” in 
Houston, “JFK” in Dallas and “Un- 
necessary Roughness” in the Denton 
area. 

“JFK” has grabbed most of the 
headlines, and a film crew is working 
to make the former Texas School 
Book Depository look the way it did 
on Nov. 22, 1963 — the day Kenne- 
dy was shot down in Dallas. 

The Dallas County commission- 
ers last week reversed an earlier deci- 
sion and granted Stone access to the 
building’s sixth floor and the window 
perch where the Warren Commis- 
sion said Lee Harvey Oswald fired 
the fatal shots. 

The building contains an assassi- 
nation exhibit managed by the Dal- 
las County Historical Foundation, 
and the commissioners had thought 
the movie production would be too 
disruptive. 

The Texas Film Commission was 
formed in 1971, and had about 15 or 
20 projects a year through 1983. 
After that, business annually in- 
creased to about 30 productions a 
year and has remained constant. 

The commission’s best year was 
1989, when 32 major projects, in- 
cluding “Robocop 2,” “Texasville” 
and “Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade” were filmed in the state. 
The projects had gross budgets of 
$1 16.4 million. 


